
As for me and my activities, I 

have been supporting Com-

mon Ground, the Meals on 

Wheels non-profit in 

Amador County.  In addition 

to taking meals to the home-

bound, they provide a low 

cost meal for seniors during 

the week at the Amador 

Senior Center in Jack-

son.  This year, to raise 

funds for this service, they 

sponsored a beauty contest 

for ladies 60+.  This event 

was so successful, I'm sure it 

will be repeated next 

year.  And it was my pleas-

ure to provide the music for 

the beauty contest, as well 

as weekly for their lunch-

eons and monthly Meet and 

Greet. 

 

I also had the pleasure of 

helping with the Memorial 

Day Services at the  

Pioneer Cemetery.  Rain or 

shine this service is held 

yearly, and appears 

to be growing in attendance 

with each passing year. 

I am sorry to report that 

due to an unexpected last 

minute development 

Paulette and I did not make 

the May meeting.  My sin-

cere apologies and thanks to 

Stuart for carrying on in my 

absence. 

 

By the time you receive this 

edition of the “Wee Tidings” 

the Modesto Games will be, 

or will have already hap-

pened.  Once again, Paulette 

and I will not be in atten-

dance due to a family 

graduation at Cabrillo Col-

lege.  I look forward to 

hearing all about the good 

times.  And I trust that the 

membership came forward 

to help Stuart with the clan 

tent. 

                                        

Our next event is the yearly 

picnic at the Deaver Vine-

yards/Winery in the beauti-

ful Shenandoah Valley.  Since 

I have never visited this loca-

tion, I am looking forward to 

a relaxing day in what ap-

pears to be a very lovely 

spot, visiting with the MLS 

family, and enjoying good 

food and drink.  I 

understand this winery's 

specialty is port...and I like 

port! 

 

Traditionally, the month of 

July is our 'dark' month.  A 

good time for taking vaca-

tion without having to miss 

any of our events, and come 

back relaxed and ready to 

join in on the fun at the 

Celtic Cowboy Campfire on 

August 4.  We attended last 

year so when I say the food 

and entertainment were 

absolutely fantastic, I know 

of what I speak.  If you have 

never seen the Gillette 

Brothers in action, this is a 

must outing for you. 

C h i e f ’ s  C o r n e r  

Calendar 

June 2 - Modesto Games 

June 9 - MLS Picnic, Deaver 

Vineyards 

August 4- 6:30, Celtic Cow-

boy Campfire, Red Mule 

Ranch  

August 15 - 6:30 General 

Meeting 

August 31-September 2 -

Pleasanton Games, Social,   

September 1, 2:00 

September 15- Fiddletown 

Jam 

October 5-7-  Decompres-

sion Campout 

October 17– 6:30 General 

Meeting 

November 11- Veterans 

Day Parade 

November 14–6:30 General 

Meeting 

December 8—Christmas  

Walk 

December 15– Christmas 

Party 
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A special feature is our audi-

ence participation segment 

following the speeches and 

blessings. Anyone wishing to 

speak is given the opportu-

nity to remember a loved 

one lost while fighting for 

our country. The attendees 

are then invited to share a 

simple meal provided by the 

American Legion Auxil-

iary.  Let us never forget 

those who gave their lives 

preserving freedom for all of 

us. And don't forget to 

honor those who fought 

that first battle for freedom 

in 1776. Make your 4th of 

July celebration more than 

just a barbeque and 

fireworks. 

 

Information on any of our 

events is available on the 

web page.  If you prefer to 

talk to someone, I, or any of 

the other officers or active 

members, will be happy to 

speak with you. 

 

Jack Magee, Chief 

Hello to all you beautiful 

Scots!  

We’re heading to the Mo-

desto Games held on Satur-

day June 2. These are 

smaller games and are set in 

a very pretty venue at the 

Tuolumne River Regional 

Park in Modesto. They are a 

one day only event. Those of 

you who are Black Irish 

Band enthusiasts will be 

pleased to know that they 

are performing there 

throughout the day! Go to 

www.standrewsmod

esto.org for all of the 

information.  

We had several great ideas 

about sprucing up the MLS 

tents for the games and 

would like more input as to 

what you would want the 

tent(s) to display and pro-

mote, besides the MLS itself. 

Send those ideas to me by 

email and we will start ac-

quiring the materials for the 

tent(s) if we don’t already 

have them. As I said, many 

great ideas were put forth at 

the May 16 meeting. We’ve 

also allocated an amount to 

start this refurbishing en-

deavor!!! 

The next regular meeting 

isn’t until August 15 at 6:30   

at the Amador Senior Cen-

ter in Jackson. It starts with 

a potluck followed by a busi-

ness meeting; then Paulette 

Magee will give a short pres-

entation on very early Scots 

migration, as she was unable 

to attend the May meeting 

as planned. She’s a trooper 

and will enlighten all of us 

yet! 

Don’t forget our upcoming 

MLS Picnic to be held Satur-

day, June 9, at Deaver Vine-

yards in Plymouth. It’s a 

beautiful setting in the 

Amador County wine coun-

try. Bring a dish to share 

with all. Bring a musical in-

strument and play a tune,  

Scottish or not, for the lot 

of us to enjoy!  

There is more information 

on the MLS website under 

Events/Picnic with the ad-

dress and directions. There 

are also suggestions of what 

to bring to this fun day. We 

would like a head count to 

determine what and how 

much the club needs to pro-

vide. Please get in touch 

with me at stu-

art@volcano.net and let me  

know if you are coming and 

what you are bringing.  

We also want to know if 

you would enjoy a private  

wine tasting at the winery 

during the picnic. The  

V i c e  C h i e f ’ s  C o l u m n   

Deavers are willing to set 

aside some time exclusively 

for the MLS to enjoy some 

of their various wines and 

ports! YUM! Beth and I are 

looking forward to this!!! If 

this is appealing to you get 

back to me at stu-

art@volcano.net ASAP! We 

will set this up for those 

who wish to indulge in a 

wee bit of splendid wine 

tasting. 

There is NO meeting in July 

as always, as we find people 

are taking vacations, so we 

have a “dark” month. 

MLS has a marvelous collec-

tion of books on  Scotland  

in the library. I am amazed 

that few borrow a book to 

get an enlightened view on  

Scotland. Please TAKE A 

LOOK AT THE LIBRARY 

LIST, YOU’LL FIND MANY 

GREAT BOOKS ON A 

WIDE VARIETY OF TOP-

ICS!! You may go online to 

view the different selections. 

If a book strikes your fancy 

let me know, and I will bring 

it to the next meeting or 

event for your reading pleas-

ure! Go to the web site,  

click Members/Publication/

Library.  

Yours Aye, agus slainte mhor! 

Stuart McNaughtan 

http://www.standrewsmodesto.org/
http://www.standrewsmodesto.org/
mailto:stuart@volcano.net
mailto:stuart@volcano.net
mailto:stuart@volcano.net
mailto:stuart@volcano.net
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   J u n e  C e l e b r a t i o n s  

Birthdays:    

Kevin Fraser, June 3 

Anthony Nixon, June 24 

                   

Anniversaries: 

Tammy and Lance McVey, June 20 

Joe Sinaguglia and Cheryl McNaughtan-Sinaguglia, June 28 

Ellen and Fordyce Osborn, June 30 

Hello MLS Members! 

I know you probably have 

had your fill of super moon 

photos, but I just couldn’t 

resist photographing the 

splendor of this magical night 

in May, and sharing the mo-

ment with my readers. And 

besides, June is the tradi-

tional marriage month, and 

there is nothing like the full 

moon to entice romantic 

inclinations, or so they say.  

Speaking of magic, the June 

events will present a wee bit 

of magic for those who at-

tend. The Modesto Games 

on June 2 feature the magic 

of  Kim Silverman, a magi-

cian known to many of us 

who attend the games. In 

addition, several Celtic mu-

sic groups return to perform 

and one of Stuart’s favorites, 

“the Black Irish” are per-

forming. So, come on out 

and support this event that 

is held in a canopy of trees 

at the Tuolumne River  

Regional Park in Modesto! 

And don’t forget the picnic 

on June 9 at Deaver Vine-

yards. Hope to see every-

one! 

Thanks to Stuart and Marilyn 

for submissions to this 

month’s issue. 

 

                 

 

                   Nancy’s Notes 



This story can fit 100-150 

words. 

The subject matter that ap-

pears in newsletters is virtu-

ally endless. You can include 

stories that focus on current 

technologies or innovations in 

your field. 

You may also want to note 

business or economic trends, 

or make predictions for your 

customers or clients. 

T h e  M L S  E n t r e p r e n e u r i a l  P a g e    

P a g e  4  

“To catch the reader's attention, place an 

interesting sentence or quote from the story 

here.” 

W e e  T i d i n g s  

 

 

Kaila Orion Editing 
Nancy Gray, Writer/Editor 

1538 St. Charles #16 

 Alameda, CA  94501 

                      (510) 523-1601 (home)   

                   (510) 541-1601 (cell) 

                    Kailaorion@aol.com 

 

 

 APA and Chicago Style Publication Manuals   

Please support our club, our sponsors, and our 

members. Contact Stuart for details if interested 

in advertising in the “Wee Tidings” or on our 

website. 



P a g e  5  V o l u m e  1 6 ,  I s s u e  5  

A visit to the Red Mule Ranch 

in Fiddletown is a visit that 

takes you back 150 years in 

time. The “village” built by 

Ron Scofield has a livery sta-

ble, a blacksmith shop, the old 

ranch house, and other build-

ings that make up the village, as well as the old cabin with its 

porch that now serves as the stage for the evening. 

The evening begins with a wonderful meal cooked over an open 

campfire at the chuck wagon followed by some wonderful enter-

tainment by the Gillette Brothers.  At times the coyotes have even 

been known to join in on the singing. 

Come wear your kilts, your cowboy hats, and your boots and have 

a great evening at the Red Mule Ranch. To make your reservations 

go to http://www.scofieldscowboycampfire.com/. 

 

 

 

Celtic Cowboy Campfire 

     August 4, 6:30  

Red Mule Ranch 

Fiddletown, CA 



T h e  G u e s t  C o l u m n  

 
T h e  P i c t s  a n d  S c o t l a n d   

B y  C h a r l i e  W e i r   
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As a disclaimer and to clarify, the following terms are used in this article. 

 

The term “Britain” and “the British Isles” is used to refer to Great Britain, Ireland and associ-

ated islands. The term derives from the “Brithonic” dialect of Gaelic spoken still in Wales and 

Brittany. This avoids nationality issues such as the UK vs. its constituent regions, such as Scot-

land and Cornwall. British is not English. 

 

The term “Pict” is used to denote certain early British natives, from the Roman Latin term Pic-

tii (piktee’-ee) = painted or tattooed people. It is likely they never used this term themselves, and 

went by several or many tribal names, like Native Americans did. 

 

The term “Celt” – note the hard “k” sound – from the Greek Keltoi (kel’-toy) = is applied to 

the tribal European peoples who spoke a variety of related Celtic Indo-European languages and 

specifically relates to a cultural pattern from about 1500BC to 400AD. This term is also used 

to distinguish the resident peoples of Britain – i.e. Welsh, Scottish, Pict etc. – from later Ger-
manic and Scandinavian settlers. Celtic speakers may have arrived in Britain before 600BC, and 

the Irish-speaking Celts to Scotland around 400AD. 

 

Culture and Archaeology 

The Romans called them Pictii, and eventually built two walls across Britain to deter their ad-

vances, fearing these naked and painted warriors more than any others in Europe. They appar-

ently were tribal peoples, reckoned descent from the mother’s lineage, and spoke a different 

language from the other peoples of the British Isles – how different is now unknown. 

 

The Picts are now seen to be the descendents of the original Stone-Age settlers of the British 

Isles, arriving shortly after the end of the last Ice Age about 8000BC. Recent thought holds that 

most of these early peoples were “changed” by new technologies – such as agricultural innova-

tions from the Near East about 4000BC and later “Celtic” culture from Spain and France from 

the second millennium BC – while earlier it was assumed they were “conquered” or displaced 

by the peoples bringing the new technology. In effect most of the Britons of Great Britain have 

been there for a very long time, and the Picts probably longest of all. 
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Broch  

Pictish remains are dramatic and occur early in the British Isles, mostly from the East and North of 

Scotland, the Hebrides and Orkney. The unusual and distinctive art, unseen elsewhere in Europe, 

and the brochs are most of what remain. Brochs were huge, round, communal homes made of 

doubled stone walls and thatched roofs, dating from later Pictish culture and often 2000 or more 

years ago. It is also argued that Skara Brae, a pre-historic site on Orkney dating from about 

3200BC, might have been an early Pictish fishing and farming settlement. 

 

Eventually the Gaelic culture of the Celts eclipsed the Picts, largely by 1100AD, and only their ge-
netics and artifacts remain. Most language and culture issues are implied or inferred on scant evi-

dence, making the Picts even more mysterious. How so little of the culture of a vital “neighbor” of 

the Irish, Scots and Welsh, who are well-recorded, could have been saved for posterity, is a puzzle. 

 

Most of the folklore, language and cultural traits recorded from the other Celts were by and from 

religious sources – priests and church scholars – who collected and altered already extant material 

according to their slant. The Picts may have suffered simply from being first converted then ignored 

by early missionaries, alas, their culture eclipsing just before the medieval Church became inter-

ested in preservation. 

 

Language 

Almost all the languages of Europe including the Celtic languages – the Basque language is the one 

rare exception – are Indo-European in origin, and originated in the broad plains of the Indus Valley 

of northern India prior to 3000BC. There appear to be one or more places of diffusion from that 

locus before the languages became distinct. 

 

Some linguists assume the early runes and other signs associated with Pictish culture indicate the 

possibility that the Pictish language might be other than a Celtic one. 
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We have little more than that evidence about it, but the modern thought is that it was a variety of 

a Celtic tongue. Since there are so few examples of Pictish words, it can only be guessed whether 

or not they were a variety of Brithonic – or “P” Celtic like modern Welsh or the extinct Gaulish 

of France – but if so it is likely a much older variety of that language than the Welsh version. It is 

not a variety of the “Q” Celtic language of the Irish as the Irish Gaelic or “Scotti” apparently 

couldn’t understand Pictish. 

 

Genetics 

With reference to genetics, nearly all of the original people of Great Britain were descended di-

rectly from the ancient Mesolithic hunter-gatherers of Western Europe, and the subsequent 

waves of European settlement later associated with changes in climate as the glacial sheets ad-

vanced and retreated. The genetics of native Britons show relationships to nearby early Europe-

ans, in France and Spain (especially Basques!), as opposed to those in Eastern Europe – earlier as-

sumed by culture theorists to be the “Celtic heartland”. 

 
Dr. James Wilson of Edinburgh University has recently identified two characteristically Pictish Y 

chromosome “signatures” among the typical and similar Celtic genes of the area. The Pictish sig-

nature is found commonly in Scotland, especially in certain Pictish families – such as MacNachtans/

MacCrackens etc. – and in the traditional, historical Pictish territories. It is very rare in England 

and also elsewhere in Europe. There are genetic tests available to assess this genetic heritage. 

 

Dr. Bryan Sykes, of Oxford University, and author of “Saxons, Vikings and Celts”, found in the 

traditional Pictish regions of Grampian and Tayside, there were 77% identical m-DNA, and 70% 

identical Y-DNA results. The m-DNA, mitochondrial DNA, shows the females are long-term resi-

dents and closely related; while the Y-chromosome DNA shows a similar result for the males 

among them. In other words about two thirds of the residents were local, anciently related and 

have little outside genetic material. 

 

Dr. Sykes also found the Shetlands and Orkneys still had about 60-65% Celtic genetics and only 

about 35-40% Viking, despite the popular local belief that they were all Vikings. It is implied that 

the “Celtic” genes here are the remains of the early Pictish residents who were colonized, not 

exterminated, by the later, historic Vikings. 

 

The MacNachtans 

MacNachtan literally signifies “son of Nachtan or Nechtan”. Although the name appears among 

the kings of the Northern Picts at least 4 times from 448-847AD – when Kenneth MacAlpin 

united Southern Picts and Gaelic Scotti – our ancestor is Nachtan Mor, relative of the earlier 

kings and founder of the last ruling family. Now patriarchical in lineage and lasting only three gen-

erations, Nachtans were the last of the Pictish Kings of Moray, circa 900AD. 

 
St. Columba, Calum Cille (12/07/525 – 06/09/597) was given a site on Iona for his abbey by a Pic-

tish king, apparently Bruide son of Mailcon, in 563. The Picts were some of the earliest converts 

to Christianity in Great Britain. 
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The Pictish house of Nachtan, received the remains of St. Andrew in 685AD bringing the Scots 

their patron saint. St. Rule, or St. Regulus, a Greek monk in Constantinople, had a vision that im-

pelled him to move Andrew’s remains “to the farthest end of the earth”. Apparently the east coast 

of Scotland was just far enough away, and the Picts agreed to act as custodians of his remains. 

In the 1080s, Malcolm Canmore (1031-1093), relocated the MacNachtans from their strongholds 

in Moray, trading them lands in the south of Scotland, and transplanting some favoured Anglo-

Norman families, such as Bisset in their place. It is thought this was a stratagem to better control 

the Picts who had been largely autonomous, as had the Viking-ruled principalities of the Western 

Isles. 

 

Dundarave House, Bushmills, Co/Antrim, N. Ireland

Ireland 
Unfortunately, MacNachtan fortunes waned under the Scots. Occasional additions of lands in the 

Hebrides and elsewhere vanished due to the whim of the ruling party. Their proximity to the 

highly aggressive Campbells, and their history of loyalty to losing factions and kings – from John 

Balliol to the Stuart line – lost them their titles and lands over the next centuries. At last, Camp-

bell of Ardkinglas took the final piece of MacNachtan land through trickery, and the final 

Scottish heir to the title narrowly escaped to County Antrim in Northern Ireland, where the 

home of Nachtan, Dundarave House, now flourishes in the town of Bushmills. 

 

Curiously, in this precise area, the appellation Nachtan is among the most ancient in the north of 

Ireland, being as it was the original seat of the Crutnen Picts.  
 
Reprint from Clan Macnachtan Association Worldwide Newsletter, The Red Banner www.clanmacnaughton.net 
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